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Trustee Engleman called the Regular Meeting of the Hinckley Township Board of Trustees to
order at 6:34 p.m. on August 18, 2026. Present were Trustees Engleman, Schrader and Paintiff.
Also in attendance were Fiscal Officer Fay, Police Chief Schroll had an excused absence, Fire
Chief Payne and Service Superintendent Behary. There were several members of the public in
attendance and one (1) virtual attendee. Note — the Zoom recording equipment was
experiencing issues throughout the meeting

All present pledged allegiance to the flag.
Ms. Engleman noted that the meeting is being recorded for the public and persons commenting
must come to the podium and state their name and address for the record and use the

microphone. The microphones were limited this evening so Ms. Engleman asked that anyone
speaking should do so loudly.

Mr. Schrader made a motion to approve the August 4, 2026 Trustee Regular Meeting Minutes.
Mr. Paintiff seconded. Vote: SCH-yes, PAl-yes, ENG-yes

FISCAL OFFICER

Ms. Engleman made a motion to approve bills in the amount provided by the Fiscal Officer for
the period August 5, 2026 through August 18, 2026 in the amount of $63,262.01. Mr. Schrader
seconded. Vote: SCH-yes, PAl-yes, ENG-yes

Ms. Engleman made a motion to approve Resolution No. 20260818-01 for the approval of the
new credit card agreement with First Financial. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH-yes, PAI-
yes, ENG-yes

Fiscal Officer Fay gave an overview of the LifeForce collections, the agency they use for
collection of fees for EMS and Fire runs and accident responses. So far this year they have
received $96,000.00, which is 71% of their initial budget of $135,000.00. Fiscal Officer Fay
noted they are fairly consistent with 2025 numbers.

Fiscal Officer Fay reviewed the second-half property tax payments and noted that the primary
checking fund is low due to the lack of tax advances. The next tax advance is expected August
28, followed by another on September 11, so no funds need to be transferred.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 20260818-02 for approval to request an
increase of $447,165.00 to the Township’s official Certificate of Estimated Resources,
Amendment No. 1 dated January 16, 2026 for a new total of $10,686,533.00. Mr. Schrader
seconded. Vote: SCH-yes, PAl-yes, ENG-yes

Ms. Engleman explained they will need to do a roll call for the previous approval of Resolution
No. 20260818-01 for the new credit card agreement. Ms. Engleman called the following vote:
SCH-yes, PAl-yes, ENG-yes
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Fiscal Officer Fay explained the significance of the Township’s Certificate of Estimated
Resources which represents the fund balance at the beginning of year in addition to taxes
collected and revenues received from other sources.

Fiscal Officer Fay and Road Superintendent Behary discussed whether any remaining funds after
the Brook Haven project could be used for other current projects or carried over for the Salem
Court project planned for 2027, which is expected to be a significant road improvement project.
Following discussion, the Trustees agreed to carry over any remaining funds for the Salem Court
project.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 20260818-03 for supplemental
appropriations from the schedule Fiscal Officer Fay had previously sent to the Trustees. Mr.
Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH-yes, PAl-yes, ENG-yes

Ms. Engleman made a motion to approve the destruction of records approved by the Hinckley
Records Commission earlier today, August 18, based on the list provided by the Fiscal Officer to
the Trustees. Mr. Paintiff seconded. Vote: SCH-yes, PAl-yes, ENG-yes

Fiscal Officer Fay requested an Executive Session at the end of the meeting.
POLICE

Mr. Schrader made a motion to approve meals for Police Officer Jared Singleton during SWAT
training in Indiana from August 31 to September 4 for an amount not to exceed $300.00. Mr.
Paintiff seconded. Vote: SCH-yes, PAl-yes, ENG-yes

FIRE

Mr. Paintiff made a motion to move Andrew DeBow and Michael McFadden from
Firefighter/EMT to Firefighter/Paramedic at a rate of $23.25 per hour effective August 16, 2026.
Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH-yes, PAl-yes, ENG-yes

Chief Payne stated they have had four members complete and pass their national registry testing
for paramedics - Alex Bole, Michael McFadden, Andrew DeBow and Kyle Blacksmith. Chief
informed the Board that as of today everyone in the Hinckley Fire Department is a paramedic
and Chief believes they are the only Fire Department in the County to have all paramedics in the
department.

Chief Payne explained they bill for their personnel and equipment costs for HazMat calls and
they have received a check for 3 calls in the amount of $590.50, this pays for the hourly wage
and equipment for personnel on the calls.

Chief Payne stated the new medic unit is in service as of yesterday.

Chief Payne explained they had a joint training with some of their mutual aid departments,
including the Metroparks, Cleveland Clinic came with Life Flight and they were all able to train
for inflatable boat rescues. Chief Payne thanked Turtle Plastics Foundation for purchasing lunch
for the group.
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Chief Payne noted they have two grants pending, one from Fire House Subs to replace fire hose
that is almost out of service life and one from Blue Coats of Medina County for 3 AEDs, so they
have an AED on all equipment.

Chief Payne noted Touch-a-Truck is scheduled for September 12, 1:00 - 5:00 pm, they will also
hold the push-in and blessing of the new medic unit at 2:00 that day.  The Hinckley scouts will
be selling hot dogs and refreshments and this will also be together with their garage sale and
shred day which is scheduled from 9:00 am - noon.

Chief Payne stated the Red Cross Blood Drive is August 29 from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm.
SERVICE

There was nothing for Service.

ZONING

There was nothing for Zoning.

CEMETERY

There was nothing for Cemetery.

TRUSTEES

Mr. Paintiff discussed the donated Gibson property, noting the need to establish approximately
3—4 parking spaces and signage as part of the agreement. The Trustees discussed using stone
from Maple Hill to outline the parking area and reviewed proposed signage options. Mr. Paintiff
emphasized the benefit of preserving the property as greenspace and recommended adopting a
resolution regarding future property donations.

Mr. Paintiff made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 20260818-04 as follows: in order to promote
greenspace and conservation efforts in Hinckley, the Trustees in Hinckley Township would
accept land donations contingent upon approval of Trustees and legal counsel. Mr. Schrader
seconded. Vote: SCH-yes, PAl-yes, ENG-yes

Mr. Paintiff thanked Mr. Behary and the Service Department regarding a resident call about the
great job that the Service Department did on mowing around her property.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 20260818-05 as follows:

The Board of Township Trustees of Hinckley Township, Medina County, Ohio, met in regular
session on the 18th day of August, 2026, at the Hinckley Township Administration building with
the following members present: Trustee Cindy Engleman, Trustee Russ Paintiff, Jr, Trustee Tom
Schrader.
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WHEREAS, the Medina County Commissioners have allocated grant funds to
support local communities in planning for their future. This funding provides land
use planning assistance to encourage proactive, informed decision-making by local
Officials;

WHEREAS, the maximum grant award available is $5,000.00 on a reimbursement
basis; and

WHEREAS, a resolution is required indicating the community’s financial
commitment to the project; and

WHEREAS, Hinckley Township desires to apply to the Medina County
Comprehensive Plan Grant Assistance Program to the maximum extent possible,
and has already had the mandatory pre-application meeting;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Trustee Engleman is authorized to
apply to the Medina County Comprehensive Plan Grant Assistance Program for the
maximum Grant award amount of $5,000.00, as outlined in the application, on
behalf of Hinckley Township;

AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that $13,300.00 is to be appropriated for the
Comprehensive Plan project.

Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH-yes, PAl-yes, ENG-yes

Ms. Engleman made a motion to approve $1,900.00 for printing of the Comprehensive Plan Survey
from Angel Printing. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH-yes, ENG-yes, PAl-yes

Ms. Engleman made a motion to approve $450.00 for a full-page ad with the Hinckley Record
regarding the Comprehensive Plan survey. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH-yes, ENG-yes,
PAl-yes

Ms. Engleman stated they are checking to make sure the mailing list they use for the survey is
current because they will also use it to send the opt-out letters later this year. Ms. Engelman is
hopeful the survey will be in mail boxes by the end of September. The ad will go in the
Hinckley Record in October.

Ms. Engleman stated the Zoning Commission has completed their public hearings on the
proposed change of use text amendment and it has been reviewed by the Prosecutor’s office.
The Zoning Commission made the motion to forward the proposed text amendments to the
Trustees for their public hearing. Ms. Engleman suggested setting the Public Hearing date for
September 1, 2026 at 6:15 pm.

Ms. Engleman stated that the Zoning Commission made a motion to request that the Board of
Trustees establish a moratorium on data centers for a period of at least six months and no more
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than twelve months. The moratorium would allow the Zoning Commission sufficient time to
discuss and develop appropriate language regarding data centers for inclusion in the Township
Zoning Code. Following discussion, the Trustees agreed to establish a 12-month moratorium on
data centers to provide the Zoning Commission adequate time to develop the necessary zoning
regulations.

Ms. Engleman made a motion that they have a moratorium on data centers in Hinckley Township
for a 12 month period beginning Tuesday, August 18, 2026 through August 17, 2027. Mr.
Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH-yes, PAl-yes, ENG-yes

Ms. Engleman stated that a representative from Kinetic Windstream stopped by the Township
office regarding plans to install fiber throughout the Township. The fiber would be overlashed
onto Windstream’s existing copper cabling. The representative offered to provide the Township
with build-out plans showing the proposed locations and anticipated timelines.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to donate two crochet panels that were in the board room to
Hinckley Historical Society. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH-yes, PAl-yes, ENG-yes

Mr. Paintiff stated that the Township is working to bring natural gas service to the fire station to
reduce propane usage. He reported that Columbia Gas advised that ODOT rejected their initial
proposal, requiring a revised plan to install the gas line along the roadway. Mr. Paintiff requested
a copy of the revised proposal submitted to ODOT and stated that, if it is not approved, he will
contact ODOT to inquire further.

Mr. Schrader stated in recent days he has had residents contact them regarding what is thought to
be this Board’s objection to the Metroparks buying a parcel of land, 18 % acres known as the
Harrison property. To be clear that transaction occurred more than a year ago and no one from
the Township objected to that at any point in time. There was a conversation late last year, a
representative from the Metroparks came in and asked the then Board of Trustees to sign a letter
that would go to the State of Ohio for a land grant to offset part of the cost. At that time, the
Trustees elected not to sign that letter, the acquisition was already completed. Someone has bad
information and they are distributing that information specifically on Kellogg Road. Mr.
Schrader stated the only action in front of this Board at this time regarding the Metroparks is
earlier this year, the Metroparks submitted an application to the Ohio Department of Liquor
Control for a Class C and D liquor license at the park. Due to public response the Trustees
objected to that application, which is part of the normal process. At some point in time, the
Liquor Board will have a hearing to hear our objections. Mr. Schrader reiterated that there is no
other action in front of the Board when it comes to land, every land owner in the Township has
the right to do with their land as they please. They don’t get involved in land transactions unless
it is something the Township currently owns or would be looking to buy and they don’t have
funds to buy property. Mr. Schrader stated they are not objecting to the Metroparks buying
anything, there is a contingency of folks that understand that there are complications with the
Metroparks continuing to purchase land because it does have some impact on our tax base, but to
be clear, there was no Board activity from this Board, or the previous Board, objecting to the sale
or in any way trying to block it.  All the activity was surrounding a letter that the Metroparks
asked the prior Board to sign so they could qualify for some grant money.
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Mr. Schrader stated the Trustees don’t work with developers. If a resident or property owner
has a parcel they want to do something with their first step is to go to Zoning and, if it meets the
zoning code for that parcel, they can go through the process of securing zoning permits and
building permits from the County. The Trustees have nothing to do with it.

Gary Tomcho 2581 Kellogg Road stated he is glad they clarified this matter and asked who at
this moment owns that property and Mr. Schrader stated the Metroparks. Mr. Tomcho asked if
Hinckley Township wanted the property and if Metroparks wanted the property who would
decide who gets it and Ms. Engleman stated the property owner would decide. Mr. Tomcho
thanked the Board for the information.

PUBLIC

Elijah 2088 Kellogg Road discussed his concerns with data centers and Ms. Engleman stated
people are welcome to attend the Zoning Commission meetings where they will be discussing
zoning language for data centers.

Dean Bernhofer, Ledge Road stated he recently received a letter from the park saying he has to
remove a section of orange pipe that is on his property, he took it out and moved more in his
property. Mr. Bernhofer asked who monitors what the park is doing. Ms. Engleman stated that
is between the Park and landowners. He stated he also gets people wandering and he has
installed no trespassing signs. Mr. Schrader explained the Metroparks is a government body and
the Township has no say over them. Further discussion followed regarding drones and Ms.
Engleman noted the police asked residents to contact the police department with drone concerns.
Mr. Bernhofer asked if the Township still has a 2 acre minimum to build homes. Mr. Schrader
explained the Township has an R-1 district with 2 acre minimum lots and an R-2 district with a
¥, acre minimum lot.

Bill Dawson, 989 Ledge Road expressed his concern with the 50 mph speed limit on Ledge
Road, he feels it is too fast because there are people walking and biking on the road and horses
cross the roads and there are rolling hills which make it hard to see. Mr. Schrader stated he will
follow up with the Police Chief. Additional discussion followed regarding if Ledge Road is a
county road.

John Kalas Ridge Road discussed the Metroparks and the purchase of the property previously
discussed. Mr. Kalas also stated he is on the Zoning Commission and they are taking the data
center topic very seriously. He discussed some of the data center concerns including water
extraction. Mr. Kalas thanked the Board for the 12 month moratorium.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to go into Executive Session to consider the appointment,
employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion or compensation of a public employee
or official or the investigation of charges or complaints against a public employee, official
licensee or regulated individual in accordance with O.R.C. 121.22 at 7:36 pm. Mr. Schrader
seconded. Vote: SCH-yes, PAl-yes, ENG-yes

Ms. Engleman made a motion to adjourn out of Executive Session and return to open session at
8:19 pm. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH-yes, PAl-yes, ENG-yes
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Mr. Schrader made a motion to accept the latest proposal received from the FOP to resolve a
grievance they had filed. Mr. Pantiff seconded. Vote: SCH-yes, PAl-yes, ENG-yes

Ms. Engleman made a motion to adjourn at 8:20 p.m. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH-yes,
PAl-yes; ENG-yes
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