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Trustee Engleman called the Regular Meeting of the Hinckley Township Board of Trustees to
order at 6:30 p.m. on May 5, 2026. Present were Trustees Engleman, Schrader and Paintiff.
Also in attendance were Police Chief Schroll, Fire Chief Payne and Service Superintendent
Behary. Fiscal Officer Fay had an excused absence. There were eight (8) members of the
public in attendance.

All present pledged allegiance to the flag.

Ms. Engleman noted that the meeting is being recorded for transcription purposes, but there is no
video because they are in the community room. Persons from the public wishing to speak
should stand close to the recording device and state their name and address for the record.

MEETING MINUTES

Mr. Schrader made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 21, 2026 Regular Trustee
meeting. Mr. Paintiff seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI - yes, ENG -yes

Mr. Schrader made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 28, 2026 Special Trustee
meeting. Mr. Paintiff seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI - yes, ENG -yes

FISCAL OFFICER

There was nothing from the Fiscal Officer.

POLICE

Chief Schroll stated that May 616 is designated as Light Ohio Blue, in conjunction with
National Police Week, observed May 10—16. Light Ohio Blue encourages the public to display
blue lights in honor of fallen officers and those who continue to serve, with this year’s
observance specifically recognizing the four officers lost in 2025. Chief Schroll also noted that
the Police Department will display temporary blue lights as part of the observance.

FIRE

Mr. Paintiff explained that the check for the Turtle Plastics donation was made out to the
Hinckley Firefighters Association rather than Hinckley Township, and as a result, he will
rescind the motion made at the previous meeting. Mr. Paintiff further stated that the
Firefighters Association accepted the donation check and will subsequently make the donation
to Hinckley Township.

Mr. Paintiff made a motion to rescind the previous donation from Turtle Plastics. Mr. Schrader
seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

Mr. Paintiff made a motion to accept the donation from the Hinckley Firefighters Association
in the amount of $3,700 for the purchase of the inflatable rescue boat and accessory parts. Mr.
Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes
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Chief Payne presented the monthly summary and reported that the department responded to 61
calls and collected $12,787.00 in EMS revenue. He noted that Fire Inspector Pape attended a
FAS code update and participated in a business meeting with local business owners and
residents to discuss what he will be evaluating during inspections. Chief Payne also reported
that Fire Inspector Pape completed 25 local site visits, four plan reviews, and 10 fire
inspections during the month.

Mr. Paintiff made a motion to purchase an inflatable boat and accessory parts, with one (1) life
jacket, from 911 Fleet & Fire Equipment for a cost not to exceed $3,700.00. Mr. Schrader
seconded. Chief Payne explained originally they were going to purchase a boat in partnership
with Granger Township, but once Hinckley received the donation, they decided to purchase the
inflatable boat. Further, Medina County developed a mutual aid agreement for all the cities and
townships within the County to operate under. As a result, the mutual aid arrangement
previously discussed with Granger Township will now be determined by this countywide
agreement. Chief Payne noted the inflatable boat will be stored in Hinckley. Vote: SCH -yes,
PAI - yes, ENG -yes

Mr. Paintiff made a motion to purchase five (5) life jackets from 911 Fleet & Fire Equipment
for a cost not to exceed $1,275.00. Mr. Schrader seconded. Chief Payne explained this
purchase is coming out of the Fire Department budget. Mr. Schrader asked if there is an
expiration on life jackets and Chief Payne stated yes, these are good for approximately 7-10
years. Mr. Schrader asked to have a replacement plan in place. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes,
ENG -yes

Mr. Paintiff made a motion to accept Steve Cehovic’s resignation effective May 7, 2026.
Chief Payne explained that Steve Cehovic was offered a Captain’s position with Cleveland
EMS. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

Chief Payne presented the County-wide Mutual Aid Agreement for the Trustees consideration.
Chief Payne explained it was prepared by the County Prosecutor and will be distributed to all
Medina County cities and townships to be adopted.  The agreement outlines how each
department responds, what they will respond with and how many people will be on a truck and
this also covers special hazards response by the Hazmat Team. Chief Payne stated that he is
serving as the leader of the Hazmat team. Prior to joining Hinckley, he was one of two
individuals leading the Hazmat team. After coming to Hinckley, he stepped back from that
role; however, with the retirement of the other team leader, he was asked to return as the
Hazmat team leader.

Mr. Paintiff made a motion to adopt Resolution #05052026-01 to adopt the Medina County
Inter-county Mutual Aid Agreement for Fire and EMS. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -
yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

Chief Payne noted the community room at Town Hall is finished - electric and plumbing are
done and the final inspection is scheduled for May 6. Ms. Engleman asked if everything can
be used in the community room now and Chief Payne stated yes and he will posting occupancy
limit placards for all rooms.
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Ms. Engleman suggested discussing updates to the room rental form at the next meeting and
noted that, according to Fiscal Officer Fay, organizations renting the rooms should provide
certificates of liability insurance.

Chief Payne stated they met their blood drive goal of 24 pints of blood donated from Hinckley
residents.

Chief Payne reminded everyone that hydrant flushing has started and they are trying to
complete by the end of May. Chief Payne noted that if residents experience rusty water, let it
run through the cold water, not hot water.

Chief Payne stated that, weather permitting, the refinishing of the fire station bay floor will be
started tomorrow.

SERVICE
There was nothing from Service, except to note that phase 1 of the concrete work is done.

ZONING

Ms. Engleman presented the 2025 4th quarter zoning report, the 2025 annual zoning report and
the 2026 1st quarter zoning report. There were no questions.

CEMETERY
Ms. Engleman presented the 2026 1st quarter Cemetery report. There were no questions.
TRUSTEES

Ms. Engleman reminded everyone that the Trustees Corner is due May 15 - Mr. Schrader
stated the first draft will be done in the next few days and available for their review. Mr.
Schrader noted he has reached out to Rumpke regarding residents’ trash-related questions and
concerns.

Ms. Engleman asked about the emergency action plan and Chief Payne noted the Mutual Aid
Agreement is a big part of this, so he was waiting for that to be in place.

Mr. Schrader stated he would like to keep discussions open about how to utilize the Township
park donation. Ms. Engleman suggested for consideration the bridge in Brongers Park which
was washed out. Ms. Engleman explained some residents are looking at replacing it and she
suggested the Township could possibly pay for the materials.
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M. Paintiff stated that, in previous years, the Township allocated $10,000.00 for RAH and that
he would like to continue that contribution this year. Ms. Engleman explained that the funding
has already been included in the budget.

Ms. Engleman noted that the fence toppers (drainage tubing) are in poor condition and asked
whether replacement was being considered. Mr. Paintiff responded that the matter had been
discussed and that the estimated cost to replace the toppers on all three Kobak fields in kelly
green is approximately $7,486.00. Ms. Engleman asked whether all three fields required
replacement, and Nicki Grambo, Vice President of RAH, suggested that Kobak 3 may be able to
wait, as it is not in as poor condition as the others. Additional discussion followed regarding
pricing for the fence toppers. Nicki Grambo stated that she will provide a quote to the Trustees.

Mr. Paintiff suggested using the park donation to install welcoming signs at entrances to
Hinckley, such as W. 130th and Ridge Road, potentially through a community design submission
process. He noted that ODOT indicated signs could be placed in the right of way with
permission, subject to ODOT design approval and zoning review. Mr. Schrader recommended
creating a project list with estimated costs before deciding how to use the donation. Mr. Paintiff
added that the Chamber offered to help fund the signs. Ms. Engleman noted that the Chamber
previously proposed similar entrance signs a few years ago, and the Trustees agreed to consider a
project list with associated costs with the goal of benefiting the community.

Mr. Paintiff reported that the Fire Chief obtained three quotes for a new fire department vehicle,
with the lowest bid being a Dodge Durango from Medina Auto Mall for $40,833, which is under
the department’s $60,000 budget allocation. Chief Payne explained the vehicle would primarily
be used by the Chief, while also supporting department operations as existing vehicles are
reassigned. Mr. Schrader requested additional time to review the information and data provided.
Ms. Engleman suggested discussing the matter further during a work session and Chief Payne
noted limited vehicle availability as model years close out. The Trustees scheduled a work
session for Monday, May 11, at 4:00 p.m.

Mr. Schrader discussed the summer movie night and explained he spoke to the church and they
are happy to host and they should submit dates for consideration.

Mr. Schrader stated that Monique has done a great deal of work organizing the Memorial Day
parade. Discussion followed regarding setting up and decorating the stage. Mr. Schrader also
noted that he heard from the sound technician; last year, the speaker and microphone from movie
night were used, but this individual has offered to handle the sound this year.

The Trustees discussed parade participants and Ms. Engleman asked Mr. Schrader to contact the
car club to request they email the Hinckley parade email address. Ms. Engleman noted the
Chamber will provide donuts, and the Hinckley Women’s Club will serve them but they need an
estimated quantity to avoid running out.

Water and Kool-Aid with cups were also discussed. Ms. Ascherl previously donated those items,
so it was suggested that one of the members could do so this year. Mr. Paintiff stated that he
would take care of it.
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Mr. Schrader made a motion to increase the budgeted amount to $15,000.00 from $13,000.00
for the legal fees for both police department contract negotiations. Mr. Paintiff seconded.
Discussion followed regarding the need to notify the attorneys regarding billing to keep them
ahead of the billing. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI - yes, ENG -yes

Ms. Engleman stated she met with John from the Greensmith for tree replacement cost for the
cemeteries, a total of five (5) trees — two (2) eastern red cedars and thre (3) red buds. Ms.
Engleman noted John provided a cost of under $700.00 and took 10% off retail price and will
plant for free.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to purchase two (2) eastern red cedars and three (3) red bud trees
from the Greensmith for a total cost not to exceed $700.00 and this includes tree planting
services for the three Township cemeteries, funding available in the Cemetery Fund.

Mr. Paintiff seconded. Vote: SCH -abstain, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

Ms. Engleman discussed tree replacement at the Hinckley Historical Society - the Township
will purchase a crimson red maple, and it will be placed left of the current tree position. This
will be their 250th anniversary (sesquicentennial) tree.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to purchase one (1) red maple tree from the Greensmith for a
total cost not to exceed $165.00, and this includes free planting service, for placement at the
Hinckley Historical Society building, funding available in the General Fund. Mr. Paintiff
seconded. Mr. Paintiff asked for size of tree and Ms. Engleman stated it will be approximately
5-6 feet. Vote: SCH -abstain, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

Ms. Engleman referenced an ODOT Interstate 71/271 planning study, noting that its executive
summary concludes new ramps are not needed due to low projected usage based on modeling.
The study instead proposes improvements such as additional lanes at Route 3 and 1-71, changes
at Remsen Road, and roundabout designs including one at State Route 94 and the [-271
northbound ramp, as well as a larger multi-leg “peanut” roundabout combining several nearby
intersections. She noted the projects would cost millions of dollars and that the next step is to
submit proposals to ODOT for funding consideration. She also suggested making the study
available on the township website for public review.

Ms. Engleman asked if they would like to have a plaque noting the tree replacement planting
on July 4 for the 250th anniversary (sesquicentennial) - and presented examples - a 12”°hx 12w
bronze plaque is $856.00. The Trustees agreed to pursue this.

Ms. Engleman asked for public comment.

Monique Ascherl expressed support for the idea of entrance signs, while noting that if the “Ax
the Tax” measure passes, it could influence future decisions. Mr. Paintiff added that resident
input would be important before moving forward. Ms. Ascherl asked about the 4th of July
preparations and stated she had just emailed Hinckley Prep and would report back on their
potential partnership.
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Ms. Ascherl asked for clarification on the fire department vehicle purchase and Chief Payne
noted that the additional vehicle would likely serve multiple purposes and is intended for multi-
use operations. Ms. Ascherl asked about the recently forfeited vehicle to the Police Department
and noted that the zoning Jeep may also need replacement.

Jack Swedyk suggested making a motion for parade expenditures for the 4th of July.

Jim Larsen asked about the proposed roundabouts, specifically how many Hinckley Township
properties would be affected and whether eminent domain would be required. Ms. Engleman
explained that it’s a planning document that does not include that level of design detail and
directed him to the provided contact information for more specifics. Ms. Engleman also noted
that for the approved roundabout, ODOT’s approach involves using easements rather than
reducing parcel sizes, though it still presents ongoing concerns for affected properties.

RAH Vice President Niki Grambo announced that RAH has reinstated adult co-ed softball,
with registration remaining open for six more days. She explained that a pilot program held last
fall was successful and well received. The games will be scheduled as Sunday evening
doubleheaders. She added that both individuals and full teams are welcome to register through
the organization’s website.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to adjourn at 7:29 p.m. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -
yes, PAI- yes; ENG - yes
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