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Trustee Engleman called the Regular Meeting of the Hinckley Township Board of Trustees to
order at 6:30 p.m. on April 21, 2026. Present were Trustees Engleman, Schrader and Paintiff.
Also in attendance were Police Chief Schroll and Fire Chief Payne. Fiscal Officer Fay and
Service Superintendent Behary had excused absences. There were eighteen (18) members of
the public in attendance and one (1) attending virtually.

All present pledge allegiance to the flag.

Ms. Engleman noted that the meeting is being recorded for the public and persons commenting
must come to the podium, use the microphone and state their name and address for the record.

SPECIAL GUEST

Girl Scout Troop 91877 presented their proposed service project for Hinckley Township. The
scouts, who are in third and fourth grade, explained that they want to support their community
and improve Brongers Park. They shared that the park land was donated by Tom Brongers to
bring the community together, but noted a concern that needs attention.

They reported that, according to the Hinckley Record, mosquitoes at Brongers Park tested
positive for West Nile virus last year, a serious illness that can be fatal. They explained that,
according to the Ohio Department of Health, Summit County recorded significantly more
infected mosquitoes than Medina County—246 compared to 30—indicating the potential for
rising infection rates if no action is taken.

After consulting with a naturalist, the scouts learned that spraying pesticides to kill adult
mosquitoes is costly, largely ineffective, and harmful to other wildlife such as birds, bees,
butterflies, as well as pets and children. As an alternative, they propose installing six “dunk
buckets” throughout Brongers Park, monitoring them over the summer, and removing them in
late fall.

The girl scouts explained that dunk buckets are plastic, 2-gallon buckets of murky, standing
water treated with a special bacteria called Bti. The murky water attracts female mosquitoes
looking for a place to lay their eggs; once the eggs hatch, they consume the Bti and die. The
buckets are filled with creek water and dried grass, which does not produce an odor noticeable to
humans but is appealing to mosquitoes. The Bti specifically targets mosquito larvae and does not
harm birds, bees, butterflies, or other wildlife.

Each bucket is fitted with a secure, sturdy lid containing small holes that allow mosquitoes to
enter while preventing other animals from getting inside. The scouts emphasized that dunk
buckets are inexpensive, low-risk, and effective. They plan to obtain the necessary materials
from the Medina County Health Department and fund the project with proceeds from their
cookie sales.




Trustee Regular Meeting
April 21, 2026
Page 2 of 6

The troop’s 13 members will maintain the six buckets, placing two near the pavilion, two by the
playground, and two along the hiking trail. The buckets will be secured to prevent tipping and
clearly labeled to inform the public of their purpose. In addition, the scouts intend to educate the
surrounding businesses about contributing to the efforts using various methods.

The scouts believe this project will make the park safer and more enjoyable, and if they begin
now they may make a difference in mosquito population in Hinckley Center, helping to prevent
serious illness. They emphasized that even a single case of West Nile virus in Hinckley is too
many, especially given that they and others frequently use the park.

The scouts described the project as a gift to their community and an effort to make a positive
difference. They thanked the audience for the opportunity to present and invited questions. They
also expressed appreciation to the Trustees for placing caution tape on a bridge at Brongers Park
that they had previously identified as a concern.

Ms. Engleman noted that West Nile virus had indeed been detected at Brongers Park the
previous year and supported the proposal as a proactive measure. The Trustees agreed,
commending the scouts for their initiative and service to the community.

Ms. Engleman also addressed the bridge mentioned by the girl scouts, explaining that it is under
review by a boy scout group. The bridge may require power washing, potential repainting with a
textured coating, and evaluation of the railings. She suggested that this could become a
collaborative project between the boy scouts and girl scouts.

MEETING MINUTES

Ms. Engleman noted corrections and then made a motion to approve the minutes from the April
7, 2026 Regular Trustee meeting, as amended. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -
yes, ENG -yes

Ms. Engleman noted corrections and then made a motion to approve the minutes from the April
14, 2026 Special Trustee meeting, as amended. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -
yes, ENG -yes

Mr. Paintiff administered the oath of office to Thomas Spape, part-time Fire Inspector/Educator.
FISCAL OFFICER

There was nothing from the Fiscal Officer.

POLICE

Chief Schroll presented the March statistics, there were 346 calls for service and the police
patrolled 10,257 miles of the Township.
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Chief Schroll reported that, following Officer Stepka’s OVI enforcement action from an
August 2025 arrest, the offender—who had three O VI offenses since 2019—was ordered by
the judge to forfeit their vehicle to the Hinckley Police Department. The department has not yet
taken physical possession of the vehicle, which is a 2018 Chevy Equinox.

FIRE

Chief Payne noted that Hinckley made the top tier in Red Cross blood donations by donating
304 pints of blood in 2025.

Chief Payne stated they had their business meeting with the owners and the public, there were
five (5) in attendance and it was a successful meeting.

Chief Payne noted that Thomas Spape was sworn in by Trustee Paintiff on March 18 and today
was a public swearing in. Matt Connors was also sworn in on March 18 by Mr. Paintiff and
planned to be at the public swearing in today, but is presently on a call.

Chief Payne asked to advertise the Red Cross Blood Drive on the Township website and digital
sign. Ms. Engleman confirmed it is permitted as a Township function and noted that once
approved by the Trustees it does not need to be placed on the agenda again for approval.

Chief Payne presented a letter and a check from Turtle Classics Foundation, and explained the
Fire Department was selected to receive a grant in the amount of $3,700.00 for the purchase of
an inflatable boat.

Mr. Paintiff made a motion to accept a check from Turtle Plastics Foundation in the amount of
$3,700.00 to be applied toward the purchase of the inflatable boat with an MOU with Granger
Township. Mr. Schrader seconded. Ms. Engleman amended the motion to strike the reference
to the MOU with Granger Township because that has not been discussed. Ms. Engleman noted
the motion reads: to accept the donation from Turtle Plastics Foundation in the amount of
$3,700.00 to go towards the purchase of the inflatable boat. Mr. Schrader seconded, as
amended. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI - yes, ENG -yes

Chief Payne explained the MOU had been reviewed by the Prosecutor before the donation was
received and he will now submit a revised MOU as a result of the donation for the Prosecutor’s
review. Ms. Engleman clarified the donation amount is $3,700, while the total cost is $7,000,
and noted the boat has not yet been purchased and no current MOU exists with Granger
Township. She added that the MOU should specify storage details and include a capped
financial commitment. The matter will be sent back to the Prosecutor for further review.
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SERVICE

Mr. Paintiff reported that concrete replacement work off Boston is progressing well and that
utility lines are on the poles and telephone poles cleared from sidewalks. Mr. Paintiff
explained that he contacted the PUCO and requested that, moving forward, all utility
companies provide communities with a map indicating what poles they have in the community
and what is on the poles. Additionally, Mr. Paintiff discussed with the PUCO his concerns
regarding deteriorating poles by Brookside Estates. The PUCO noted that because poles are not
mandated in the right of way, appearance is not a priority, however, it is mandated to be hazard
free, so the PUCO will work with Spectrum to address the hazard.

Ms. Engleman noted the Town Hall roof is complete and stated the contractor, Buckeye
Roofing, had requested a Google review from the Township. Ms. Engleman explained they
typically do not provide this because anything posted is creating a public record and that would
have to follow the record retention schedule. Mr. Paintiff stated he already responded to
Buckeye Roofing accordingly. Ms. Engleman stated now that the roof is done, they can now
install lights that were purchased last year for the Town Hall and Hinckley Historical building.

ZONING

The Trustees signed two separate lot splits. The first involves a Ridge Road property that has
been in the process for more than two years; the owner, who previously had limited access to
Ridge Road, developed a solution that provides enough frontage to divide the parcel into two
flag lots. The second involves the Perkins property at the corner of Michelle Ridge, and State
Roads, where the split created two parcels, each exceeding two acres.

TRUSTEES

Mr. Paintiff stated he met with the RAH Vice President at Kobak Field and agreed on a
location for an equipment shed. Ms. Engleman noted that although it is Township property, a
permit fee is still required and cannot be waived by the Zoning Inspector.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to waive the $85.00 permit fee for the storage shed unit at
Kobak Field 3 which is Township property. Mr. Schrader seconded Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -
yes, ENG -yes

Mr. Paintiff stated they will be installing a new mailbox for the Historical Society.

M. Paintiff reported that an arborist assessed the damaged tree near the Historical Society and
estimated only a 50/50 chance of survival and Mr. Paintiff recommended removal. Ms.
Engleman proposed replacing it with a red maple and suggested eastern red cedar and redbud
trees for the cemeteries, noting they are suitable, native, and appropriate for local conditions.
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The Trustees agreed to remove the trees, with the Service Department handling removal and
most likely contracting out stump grinding.

Ms. Engleman reviewed the upcoming Trustee Corner segment and asked for topic ideas and a
volunteer to draft it. She suggested including items such as Fourth of July preparations,
ongoing concrete work, and tree updates. Mr. Schrader volunteered to write the piece. Mr.
Paintiff added that residents have been placing trash cans in the roadway on collection days
and recommended addressing proper placement as well.

Mr. Schrader made a motion to increase the previously approved amount to pay legal bills for
the police contract negotiations by $1,000.000, for a total not to exceed $13,000.00. Mr.
Paintiff seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI - yes, ENG -yes

Ms. Engleman reported that the Village of Hinckley Oaks requested street lights at their
entrances. She explained the property is an apartment complex in a Business District, not a
subdivision, and therefore does not fall under subdivision standards requiring entrance lighting.
Ms. Engleman noted the Township does not provide street lighting for business entrances and
has no responsibility for those privately built streets, which also cannot be dedicated as public
roads. Mr. Schrader suggested the Village of Hinckley Oaks can address on their own, and M.
Paintiff said he would follow up with the property representatives.

Ms. Engleman thanked the Comprehensive Plan Committee for their participation in the last
meeting. The committee was able to complete the first draft of the survey that will be going
out to the community. Ms. Engleman stated the next meeting will be a review of that draft
survey and then the goal is to have some public meetings for comment on the draft survey with
another meeting to follow to discuss any suggested changes. Ms. Engleman stated she
appreciates the intense discussions the committee is having.

Ms. Engleman asked for any further discussion regarding the indigent burial matter and all
Trustees agreed to move forward.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to adopt Resolution #04212026-01 to adopt the Memorandum of
Understanding regarding indigent burial between Hinckley Township and Waite Funeral Home
as prepared by the County Prosecutor. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes,
ENG -yes

Ms. Engleman made a motion to approve one (1) email license at $60/year for the Recording
Secretary. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

Ms. Engleman stated the deadline for ADA compliance on the website has been pushed back to
June 30, 2028.
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Ms. Engleman suggested keeping the Emergency Action Plan under the Trustees section along
with the Trustee Corner and all agreed.

Ms. Engleman asked for public comment.

Danny Stevanski, RAH President, thanked the Trustees for their help locating the shed and he
appreciates working with them.

Mr. Schrader made a motion to adjourn at 7:19 p.m. Mr. Paintiff seconded. Vote: SCH - yes,
PAI- yes; ENG - yes
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