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Trustee Engleman called the Regular Meeting of the Hinckley Township Board of Trustees to
order at 6:31 p.m. on April 7, 2026. Present were Trustees Engleman, Schrader and Paintiff.
Also in attendance were Fiscal Officer Fay, Police Chief Schroll, Fire Chief Payne and Service
Superintendent Behary. There were eight (8) members of the public in attendance and two (2)
attending virtually.

All present pledged allegiance to the flag.

Ms. Englemah noted that the meeting is being recorded for the public and persons commenting
must come to the podium, use the microphone and state their name and address for the record.

MEETING MINUTES

Ms. Engleman made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 17, 2026 Regular Trustee
meeting. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI - yes, ENG -yes

FISCAL OFFICER

Ms. Engleman made a motion to approve bills in the amount of $76,163.06, as provided by the
Fiscal Officer, for the period March 18 through April 7, 2026. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote:
SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

Mr. Fay reported several recent and upcoming grant opportunities. The Police Department
received a $1,000 OTARMA grant, while the Fire Department secured a $999 EMS grant from
the Department of Public Safety. The Fire Department also benefits from a purchasing agreement
with Home Depot, providing an 8% discount and a 1% rebate—resulting in approximately $200
back from $19,000 in purchases. Looking ahead, the department plans to apply for a Firechouse
Subs Foundation first responder grant and a Township Safety Sign grant of up to $50,000, due
June 5. Mr. Fay also noted efforts to regularly identify new grant opportunities on a monthly
basis.

Mr. Fay reported that all employees have acknowledged receipt and review of the cybersecurity
policy. The next step is to implement employee training by June 30, 2026, in compliance with
Ohio law. Ms. Engleman added that the policy includes information on free training resources,
along with additional training options.

Mr. Fay reported a suspected fraudulent request to change a bank account, noting the signature
appeared false and was confirmed unauthorized by the employee. He advised the public to
ensure their employers have verification procedures in place, such as verbal confirmation, to
prevent something similar.

Mr. Schrader made a motion to revise the existing motion regarding attorney fees for police
negotiations in the amount of $5,000.00 to an amount not to exceed $12,000.00. Mr. Paintiff
seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes




Trustee Regular Meeting
April 7, 2026
Page 2 of 9

Mr. Fay reported that $4.2 million is currently invested in StarOhio, while the checking account
holds about $2 million with minimal interest. With StarOhio earning approximately 3.8—3.9%,
generating around $13,000-$14,000, he plans to transfer an additional $1 million from checking
to investments while maintaining sufficient funds for upcoming road projects.

Ms. Engleman discussed possible Special Trustee meeting dates for the purpose of paying bills
and the Trustees agreed to schedule a Special Trustee meeting at 4:00 pm on April 14, April 28
and May 12. Additionally, the Trustees agreed to a Records Commission meeting on May 19,
2026 at 6:15 pm prior to the Trustee meeting.

Mr. Fay requested an Executive Session at the end of the meeting to discuss personnel matters.

POLICE

Mr. Schrader made a motion to request approval to purchase eight (8) ResQ Disc throwable
water and ice rescue devices from ResQ Disc for a total cost of $1,152.00. Chief Schroll
explained these would be placed in each police vehicle to be used for water rescues. Mr.
Paintiff seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

FIRE

Mr. Paintiff made a motion to hire Thomas Spape as part-time Fire Inspector/Educator with a
one-year probation and an effective date of March 18, 2026. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote:
SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

Mr. Paintiff made a motion to hire Matthew Connors as a part-time cadet
Firefighter/Paramedic at a starting rate of $21.25/hour effective April 7, 2026, with a one year
probation. Chief requested the swearing in be held at a later date because Mr. Connors could
not attend this evening. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

Mr. Paintiff made a motion to accept the resignation of Kevin Bammerlin effective April 17,
2026. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

Chief Payne requested an Executive Session at the end of the meeting to discuss a revision to
the full-time agreement.

Chief Payne reported that March call volumes and payroll were higher than normal due to
weather-related incidents. He also noted there are currently 14 open billings for motor vehicle
accidents, with about 60 expected annually.

Chief Payne requested a swearing in at the next Trustee meeting for Thomas Spape.

Chief Payne announced a Township business owner meeting at Town Hall to introduce the
new Inspector, review inspection priorities, and provide preparation tips. The event is intended
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as a community outreach meet-and-greet open to all. Ms. Engleman noted there was interest in
CPR training and Chief Payne stated the Fire Department is considering offering public CPR
training sessions led by certified Red Cross instructors, likely through scheduled sessions at the
fire station with limited enrollment.

Chief Payne asked for permission to put the business meeting notice on the sign in front of
Town Hall and the Trustees agreed.

Chief Payne explained that the battery recycling program is focused on preventing fires by
collecting lithium-ion and nickel hydride batteries. Residents are asked to only place those
types in the collection bucket, as the program is not intended to handle all battery types, and
there is currently no recycling option for alkaline batteries.

Chief Payne reported that plumbing and electrical issues at Town Hall were resolved, including
clearing storm-related drain backups by snaking all seven drains. He will schedule a
reinspection with County Building and Electric.

Chief Schroll stated they still have the prescription drug disposal box, it is now located in the
Police Department lobby.

Chief Payne reminded everyone that the Blood Drive is scheduled for Saturday, April 25 at
9:00 am.

SERVICE

Mr. Paintiff made a motion to participate in the ODOT salt contract for the 2026/2027 seasons
(850 tons). Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

Mr. Paintiff made a motion to participate in the CUE-COG salt contract for the 2026/2027
seasons (400 tons enhanced de-icer). Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes,
ENG -yes

M. Paintiff made a motion to adopt Resolution #04072026-01 to contract with the Melway
Paving Company for the Hinckley Township 2026 paving projects at a cost of $401,715.85.
Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

Ms. Engleman asked about the polycaps at the ball fields that are shredding apart and Mr.
Paintiff stated he is meeting with RAH on Thursday at 6:30 pm at Kobak field to discuss.

ZONING

The Trustees signed the final plat for Country Brook Cove.
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Ms. Engleman explained that Country Brook Cove is a one parcel subdivision and the site plan
was approved at the July 3, 2025 Zoning Commission meeting.

Ms. Engleman noted an upcoming Board of Zoning Appeals hearing for a conditional use
permit for IVL Baseball on W. 130th. As an adjoining property owner, they received notice,
and the Zoning Inspector has no concerns. She added they may attend the hearing if they have
questions.

CEMETERY

Ms. Engleman provided an update on storm-related tree damage and ongoing concerns across
several Township properties. Recent high winds caused trees and branches to fall, and she
identified a deteriorating maple at Maple Hill Cemetery with decaying limbs that pose a risk to
nearby headstones if they fall. At Beech Cemetery, two trees either fell or required trimming,
with some branches entangled in utility wires that will need to be safely removed. At Ridge
Cemetery, a large maple at the south end is also in decline and recommended for removal.

Ms. Engleman emphasized the need for a proactive approach to prevent safety hazards and
property damage by removing compromised trees and replacing them with new, smaller species
better suited to the sites. She also noted that tree roots can disrupt grave sites over time,
reinforcing the need for careful selection and placement of replacements.

Ms. Engleman requested feedback before developing a comprehensive list of trees for removal
and replacement, along with associated costs. Additional concerns were raised about a tree at the
Historical Society that will need to be removed and replaced—potentially incorporated into the
sesquicentennial celebration—and a leaning tree at Veterans Park near the right-of-way that may
also require removal. She invited suggestions on suitable replacement trees and plans to consult
the Greensmith for expert recommendations.

Ms. Engleman noted that each cemetery has a shed that is no longer in use since equipment is
stored at the Service Garage. She recommended discontinuing insurance coverage and removing
the sheds. She also suggested repurposing the Maple Hill Cemetery shed area for sexton or
service use during funerals, and considering a similar approach at Ridge Cemetery.

Chief Schroll also recommended removing the shed at the shooting range that is no longer in
use.

Ms. Engleman provided an update on the Holding House at Maple Hill Cemetery, noting that
outdated equipment in the front area should be removed by the Service Department, while the
second room continues to house an active police/service radio repeater and an amateur radio
repeater installed by the Brunswick Area Radio Club that is still maintained for emergency
communication.
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Ms. Engleman also highlighted needed maintenance for the building, specifically tuck pointing
repairs estimated at around $15,000, and noted that prior caulking on the sandstone has
contributed to deterioration. Ms. Engleman suggested exploring grant opportunities to help offset
repair costs and emphasized that ongoing use of the facility requires continued upkeep.

TRUSTEES

Ms. Engleman reported that a damage assessment form was submitted through the County EMA
to seek state reimbursement for recent storm damage. She thanked Road Superintendent Mike
Behary and Chief Payne for their assistance in preparing the request, which totals nearly $9,300,
and noted they are awaiting a response.

Ms. Engleman stated that the Trustee Corner for May is due April 15 to the Hinckley Record
and asked if there are any suggested topics and the Trustees agreed they would begin to draft
some content.

Ms. Engleman asked about the previously discussed emergency action plan. Chief Payne
indicated they received a rough draft from the County and Mr. Fay confirmed he has that.
They agreed to review the draft and work toward finalizing it, focusing on damage mitigation
efforts such as removing dead and decaying trees.

Mr. Paintiff requested an Executive Session at the end of the meeting.

Mr. Schrader made a motion to adopt Resolution #04072026-02 to accept and approve the
Labor Agreement between the Hinckley Township Trustees and the Fraternal Order of Police
Lodge #15 effective upon execution expiring September 30, 2028. M. Paintiff seconded.
Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

Mr. Schrader noted they have a tentative agreement with the Sergeant’s union.

Mr. Schrader also addressed the Metroparks liquor license request, explaining that, on the
advice of counsel, an Executive Session will be required to discuss strategy. He asked Chief
Schroll, Chief Payne, and the other Trustees to prepare for and coordinate a meeting with the
Prosecutor.

Mr. Schrader discussed the Park Foundation donation, noting there is no urgency to spend the
funds and suggested compiling a list of ideas for future discussion. Ms. Engleman proposed
using a small portion for the military banner program.

Ms. Engleman explained that Townships are obligated under the Ohio Revised Code to cover
indigent burial costs, and the Prosecutor recommended an agreement (a Memorandum of
Understanding - “MOU”) with a funeral home to limit expenses. Waite Funeral Home offered
cremation at a reduced rate of $1,295.00, far less than what is typically charged. Mr. Schrader
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inquired about burial of the remains and Ms. Engleman noted the MOU outlines procedures for
handling and burying remains within 30 days. Ms. Engleman explained further that the
remains will be buried in one of the Township cemeteries.

Ms. Engleman discussed plans to migrate to a .gov domain, including transitioning email and
the website over time before phasing out the current .org domain. Mr. Fay recommended
extending the transition beyond 90 days and confirming readiness with each department, and it
was noted that Zoning Board members will also receive .gov email addresses.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to approve the purchase of 12 email licenses for use by the
Zoning Boards at an annual cost of $60/year/license for a total annual cost of $720.00, as part
of the .gov migration. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

Ms. Engleman explained that during preparation of the recent quarterly newsletter, they found
that Mailchimp had reduced its free contact limit from 500 to 250. Staff trimmed the mailing list
by removing emails no longer in use to stay within the new limit, but will explore alternative
options moving forward.

Ms. Engleman stated that they will create a Facebook event for Memorial Day in line with their
social media policy, promote it on the website, and use the dedicated email
hinckleyparades@hinckleytwp.org. She added that planning is ongoing and invited Monique
Ascherl to share any updates or information.

Monique Ascherl suggested featuring the Memorial Day parade in the Trustee Corner, including
details and promoting the new contact email. She also proposed highlighting ideas like movie
nights. Mr. Schrader added that they are considering hosting a movie later in the year and has
reached out to Our Lady of Grace about using their parking lot but has not yet received a
response.

Monique Ascherl stated it is her understanding that the Metroparks is currently hiring only
individuals over the age of 19 at Hinckley Reservation because of liquor license requirements.
She also proposed using park donation funds, along with some of the stone from Maple Hill, to
construct an extension on the building. This would help slow down traffic coming around the
corner of the driveway near the community room at Town Hall.

Ms. Engleman also recommended starting to share information about Fourth of July as well.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to appropriate $500.00 for Memorial Day activity and parade as
a proper public purpose. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

Ms. Engleman discussed a sesquicentennial tree and the possibility of adding two trees along
with a plaque dedicating the tree for the sesquicentennial - this will replace the tree at the
Historical Society.
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Ms. Engleman reported that applications are being accepted for new participants in the military
banner program, and several individuals have already returned last year’s banners for reuse.
She also noted discussions with the Historical Society about obtaining photos of those killed in
action in the World Wars and the Korean War to create additional banners for Veterans Park.
The program will also feature larger banners this year, increasing in size from 12x22 to 14x24.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to purchase 7 faux wood blinds replacing old drapes from
Blinds.com at a cost of $1,100.00, including shipping, for the Board Room and the Senior
Room, $250.00 of which will be paid from the donation received from N.O.R.M (Northern
Ohio Railroad Museum). Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI - yes, ENG -yes

Ms. Engleman said she was contacted by Andrea Bartel, a Hinckley resident writing for the
Northern Medina County magazine’s 2026 edition. Since a previous article about Hinckley
Township was written by Ms. Ascherl, Ms. Engleman plans to review that piece, draft an
updated article by the April 15 deadline, and then circulate it for feedback.

Mr. Richard Pearl said he reviewed the 2025 Medina County Visitors Guide and noted an
article on area parks that may contain some errors, including listing Hinckley Reservation as
being run by Hinckley Township instead of its actual managing authority.

Ms. Engleman reported attending a NOACA Transportation Day presentation focused on
regional transportation policy and funding. She noted that the event, primarily attended by
Cuyahoga County representatives, included discussion of NOACA’s 2026 federal and state -
legislative agenda, particularly upcoming federal highway funding and priorities for Congress.
Key themes included increasing local control over transportation funding, reducing the need
for competitive grant applications by streamlining funding through NOACA, and prioritizing
projects such as bridge improvements and multimodal transportation. She also observed that
these priorities are relevant to the Township’s Comprehensive Plan.

Ms. Engleman stated she recently learned that County Planning has grant funding available of
up to $5,000, which requires a 50% match. She noted the funds could potentially be used for
printing surveys or hiring a neutral party to compile and analyze results with respect to the
Comprehensive Plan. There is no set deadline for this grant opportunity.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to appropriate $489.00 for the Military Banner program from the
2026 Park Foundation funds to supplement the remaining Park Foundation grant for Military
Banners of $1021.00 for a total appropriation of $1,510.00. Mr. Schrader seconded. This will
pay for banners, as well as a second set of poles and shipping. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes,
ENG -yes

Ms. Engleman asked for public comment.
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Mr. Richard Pearl pointed out that the Hinckley Township phone number and email address
appear in the magazine he previously discussed so he recommended maintaining the .org domain
for at least another year. Mr. Schrader added that the publication is produced by the Medina
County Convention and Visitors Bureau, and Mr. Paintiff will reach out to them.

Mr. Pearl asked about the status of Hinckley Township’s $500 sponsorship renewal for the
Rocky River Watershed Council, noting the organization’s environmental work in the region.
Ms. Engleman responded that they have not yet received any information regarding renewal and
said they will follow up on it. |

Mr. Paul Lekan, a Hinckley resident, reported a recent brush fire near the Redwood Falls area
that required response from multiple fire departments and several cruisers and took about 4-6
hours to control. He noted that access issues delayed an immediate response and said a
previously approved pumper truck would have been helpful. He emphasized the importance of
burn bans and praised the extensive efforts of first responders. Mr. Lekan also highlighted the
value of the area’s conservation easement and expressed community appreciation for the
emergency response.

Ms. Kate Loveless asked how environmental concerns such as tree planting, soil conditions, and
insect control fall within Township responsibilities, expressing interest in more ecological
approaches that consider the broader ecosystem. She raised concerns about rising mosquito and
tick populations, standing water, and conservation practices, and inquired about possible
initiatives such as tire collection events, though she noted permitting requirements and limited
progress with her ideas.

Township officials responded that education is an important tool, and explained that their
authority is limited to Township-owned property and constrained by the Ohio Revised Code,
with private property decisions remaining with individual owners. They also noted that
conservation areas are generally left in their natural state. Ms. Loveless was encouraged to share
additional ideas and speak further with Mr. Schrader after the meeting. She also referenced a
fallen structure in Brongers Park.

Mr. Pearl asked about Township rules regarding open burning of branches and seasonal
restrictions. Chief Payne explained that open burning is generally not permitted in Ohio, though
small recreational fires up to 3x3x3 feet are allowed. Chief Schroll added that Ohio Revised
Code restricts burning during certain periods—March through May and October through
November between 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.—with recreational fires permitted outside those
hours. He also noted that informational materials from the Ohio EPA outlining open burning
regulations are available at the Police Station.
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Mr. Pearl noted that while the Greensmith has provided free trees to the Township, he previously
worked with the Rocky River Watershed Council, 350 Hinckley, and the Cuyahoga County Soil
and Water District to plant shade trees at Kobak Field about six years ago. Mr. Pearl explained
that the trees were sourced from the Ohio Native Tree and Shrub Nursery near Columbus. He
suggested the Township consider contacting this nursery if they plan to purchase trees, and
further discussion followed.

There was nothing further from the public.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to go into Executive Session at 8:16 p.m. to consider the
appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion or compensation of a
public employee or official or the investigation of charges or complaints against a public
employee, official, licensee or regulated individual in accordance with O.R.C 121.22. Mr.
Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI —yes; ENG - yes

Ms. Engleman made a motion to adjourn out of Executive Session and return to open session at
8:44 pm. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

Mr. Schrader made a motion to extend an offer to a preferred candidate for the position of
Assistant Fiscal Officer at a rate of $25.00 per hour for between 25-30 hours per week subject

to various pre-employment activities. Mr. Paintiff seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI - yes,
ENG -yes

Mr. Schrader made a motion to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. Mr. Paintiff seconded. Vote: SCH - yes,
PAI- yes; ENG - yes

Meeting Minutes Approved:
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