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Trustee Engleman called the Regular Meeting of the Hinckley Township Board of Trustees to

order at 6:31 p.m. on March 17, 2026. Present were Trustees Engleman, Schrader and Paintiff.
Also in attendance were Fiscal Officer Fay, Police Chief Schroll, Fire Chief Payne and Service
Superintendent Behary. There were seven (7) members of the public in attendance and six (6)

people attending virtually.

All present pledged allegiance to the flag.

Ms. Engleman noted that the meeting is being recorded for the public and persons commenting
must come to the podium, use the microphone and state their name and address for the record.

SPECIAL GUEST

Stacey Maleckar, Superintendent of the Medina County Board of Developmental Disabilities,
thanked the community for supporting services for residents with developmental disabilities. She
highlighted March as Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month and emphasized the growing
need for services, which support individuals from birth through adulthood and are funded by a
flat levy that does not increase with rising property values.

The board served over 1,500 people last year, with significant growth in early intervention
programs for children ages 0-3, helping families build skills and reduce future support needs.
She also noted the success of the mobile changing unit, which has served over 1,400 people at
community events and improves accessibility for individuals with mobility challenges.

The organization collaborates with local schools to support high-needs students and remains
focused on helping individuals live full, independent lives. Maleckar expressed gratitude to
taxpayers for their continued support. Additional discussion clarified that the Medina County
Home operates separately under county funding. Ms. Maleckar thanked the Board and the
public.

MEETING MINUTES

Ms. Engleman made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 3, 2026 Regular Trustee
meeting. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI - yes, ENG -yes

Ms. Engleman made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 10, 2026 Special Trustee
meeting. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI - yes, ENG -yes

FISCAL OFFICER

Ms. Engleman made a motion to approve bills in the amount of $45,077.93 for the period March
4, 2026 through March 17, 2026, based on the list provided previously by the Fiscal Officer.
Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI - yes, ENG -yes
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Ms. Engleman made a motion to request Resolution #03172026-01 for the approval of
supplemental appropriations in the amount of $55,000.00 from March 16, 2026 within the Police
Fund. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

Mr. Fay noted that he has sent to the Department Heads and the Trustees the budget vs. actual for
the first 2 months, analyzing both revenue and expenses. He will do this every 2 months as they
progress through the year.

POLICE
Chief Schroll provided the February department stats which totalled 299 calls for service.

Chief Schroll reported that he attended the state-required new Chief training in Columbus last
week. The training covered a range of topics, including recruitment and retention, employee
wellness, presentations from the Ethics Commission, and provided valuable networking
opportunities with chiefs from across the state.

Chief Schroll shared that the department appreciated engaging with the community during
Buzzard Day and also participated in the Brookside Estates Easter gathering with residents.

FIRE

Chief Payne thanked everyone from all 3 departments for their assistance with weather related
issues this past weekend, they had 11 calls for trees and wires down and on Sunday they had a
mutual aid house fire and 2 field fires.

Chief Payne reminded everyone the Red Cross Blood Drive is Saturday, March 28.

Chief Payne explained the full building inspection for their occupancy permit for Town Hall
was done by the County on Monday, March 16. Unfortunately the building hasn’t had
permitted work done as far back as the County has records, so during the inspection they
identified numerous minor issues that will take a couple weeks to get done.

Chief Payne reported that the department’s grass fire truck needs repairs due to a broken gas
tank wrap. He also noted that he signed three EPA permits for the MetroParks’ annual
controlled burns, which must be conducted within a narrow window of specific weather
conditions. Chief Payne explained that without his approval, the burns cannot proceed, but they
are environmentally beneficial and supported by research. Chief Payne added that these burns
also provide valuable training opportunities, as experienced wildfire professionals often
participate and share expertise with local fire personnel.

Mr. Paintiff made a motion for Kralik Plumbing, Inc. to make necessary plumbing repairs to
the fire station at a cost not to exceed $1,200.00. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes,
PAI -yes, ENG -yes
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Mr. Paintiff made a motion to purchase two (2) Glideslopes with cases from GlideScope at a
cost not to exceed $4,250.00. These funds will come from the Park Foundation donation. Mr.
Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI - yes, ENG -yes

Mr. Paintiff made a motion for an emergency repair to Medic 37-2 for the replacement of an
air conditioner condenser and fan assemblies by Rad Air in the amount of $1,948.73, which
was completed on March 12, 2026. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG

-yes

Mr. Paintiff made a motion to hire an electrician and plumber to make necessary repairs, as
outlined in the Medina County Building Department’s inspection performed on March 14,
2026. at the Town Hall and Community Room. The funds will come out of the Town Hall’s
Administration fund, not to exceed $5,000.00. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -

yes, ENG -yes
Chief Payne requested an Executive Session at the end of the meeting to discuss personnel.

SERVICE

Mr. Behary discussed the road bids and indicated they came back at over the 10%. They had
two bids on the project - Melway and Karvo. The original estimate was $327,000, Melway
came in at $387,826.00 and Karvo came in at $411,419.00. The County wants to bump up
the Engineer’s estimate and they will put out for bid again.

Mr. Paintiff requested a motion to adopt Resolution #03172026-02, authorizing the Medina
County Engineers office to advertise for bid the 2026 Hinckley Township paving projects for
the following roads: Stony Hill Road between Weymouth Road and Route 303, Kellogg Road
between Ledge Road and Route 606, King Road from Bellus Road to the dead end, Parker
Road from Bellus Road to the county line, Carr Road from Parker to the dead end and Bellus
Road from State Road to the county line. Bid advertisement date on the Township website
and social media page will be March 18, 2026, with the bid opening date being April 2, 2026 at
1:00 pm at the Medina County Engineers Office. Engineers estimate for these projects is
$375,000.00. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

ZONING
There was nothing for Zoning.
CEMETERY

A Cemetery Deed was signed.
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Resident Jim Larsen asked who downed trees are reported to and Mr. Behary indicated that
should probably be reported to the police department who will then contact the Service
Department. Mr. Larsen asked if roads are redone based on their condition or when they are
last done. Mr. Behary stated it depends, some are on longevity and some on condition, they
want to keep the oil spec on the road as long as they can, once a road hits a certain life span
they have to be replaced.

TRUSTEES

Mr. Paintiff reported that a tree fell at the Historical Society, damaging the electrical setup.

The electric company was contacted and made pole repairs, however the wire connected to the
Historical Society building was ripped out and repairs will be required on the electrical for that
building. Mr. Paintiff stated he contacted an electrician who quoted him for the replacement of
the wire, the pole, weatherhead and meter box, which has the main breaker for the building.
They agreed on a cost not to exceed $4,000.00.

Mr. Paintiff made a motion to pay J & B Electrical Contractors for electrical repairs at the
historical society in an amount not to exceed $4,000.00. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH

-yes, PAI - yes, ENG -yes

Mr. Paintiff explained he spent the day trying to find out who owns the telephone lines on the
pole and hasn’t had any success.

Resident Jim Larsen stated, using his prévious experience as an Engineer, the pole is owned by
one entity and there is a number on every pole that leads to the owner of the pole. The
attachments on the poles require payment of attachment fees and the pole owners collect those
fees. Chief Schroll indicated that Ohio Edison owns the pole and most likely it is Spectrum
that owns the cable and phone.

Resident Charles Gibson, Président of the Historical Society suggested contacting Kinetic
because they are putting in fiber — Kinetic previously was Windstream and will eventually be
Uniti. Discussion followed regarding the possibility of the tree at the Historical Society
coming down.  Mr. Paintiff noted that Ms. Engleman suggested if the tree has to come down
they could have a ceremony to replant a tree there. Mr. Gibson thought that was a good idea
and asked, if they take it down, could they take it down in pieces so the pieces could be saved
and possibly sold during their celebration.

Chief Schroll suggested they could contact OTARMA regarding the electrical repair and the
extra expenses for the tree and Mr. Fay noted that.

Mr. Schrader indicated he didn’t hear of any incidents or complaints from Buzzards Day and
thanked the safety forces for a great job.
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Mr. Schrader explained that the Ohio Department of Commerce Liquor Control had requested
input regarding a liquor permit application for the MetroParks, specifically for Classes D1, D2,
and D3. He noted that they have the option either to raise no objection or to object and request
a hearing. Mr. Schrader added that he had consulted with the County Prosecutor and Mr.
Schrader expressed his preference to file an objection and request a hearing, which Mr. Paintiff
supported. Ms. Engleman stated that they are not required to state a reason for requesting the
hearing on the form and that the Prosecutor’s Office would assist them during the hearing
process.

Ms. Engleman asked for public comment on the liquor permit request from the MetroParks.

Chris Studor of 2635 South Canyon urged the Trustees to object to the request for D1, D2, and
D3 liquor permits for Hinckley Lake. She emphasized that the lake is very different from
downtown venues or golf courses where MetroParks currently sells alcohol, describing it as a
family-oriented area. One of her primary concerns is that a D3 permit would allow hard liquor,
and she noted the close proximity between the concession stand and the beach, where children
are present.

She also stated her understanding that carryout sales would be permitted and expressed concern
that young people could purchase alcohol and take it to areas like the ledges. Regarding the Park
Board, she noted that, to her knowledge, its members are appointed by a Probate Judge in
Cuyahoga County, and she believes there is no direct representation for the townships or cities
within the system. As a result, she feels Hinckley residents lack a dedicated voice or
representative.

Additionally, she anticipates a potential increase in demand for police, fire, and maintenance
services if the permits are approved. She suggested that, if this occurs, the Trustees should seek
some form of reciprocity for the use of local safety and service resources. If the effort to oppose
the permits is unsuccessful, she recommended establishing a mechanism to secure financial

support.

Mr. Paintiff stated he had a meeting with Mr. Zimmerman, CEO of the Metroarks and he has
made some assurances. Mr. Zimmerman also agreed to come to a Trustee meeting to address
resident concerns. Ms. Studor stated she believes when they schedule that meeting they should
actively advertise the meeting.

Resident John Kalas spoke about the Cleveland Metroparks’ proposal to introduce alcohol at the
Hinckley Reservation. He stated that he believes the idea is not only unwise but also poses safety
risks and would place additional burdens on Hinckley Township. He expressed concern that
alcohol could contribute to more careless driving on dark roads and said that it does not align
with the family- and community-oriented image of the area. He also noted that other Metroparks
locations that allow alcohol have experienced issues with crime and violence.
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Mr. Kalas further stated that, in his view, the Metroparks has not been responsive to Hinckley
Township’s concerns on matters such as the lake boat, property acquisitions within the
Township, and the construction of the dam. He pointed out that tax levy funds support the
Metroparks and that land acquisitions reduce property tax revenue for the Township. He also
raised concerns about the Metroparks’ sale of carbon credits.

Additionally, Mr. Kalas mentioned that a reporter from Cleveland.com has been covering
Medina County, including the dam project undertaken by the Metroparks, and he discussed
related media coverage. He urged the Trustees to object to the request and seek a hearing,
expressed interest in meeting with Mr. Zimmerman, and thanked everyone for taking the matter
seriously.

Jeff Schuster of 1235 River Road stated that he agrees with the concerns previously expressed.
He noted that he has been trying to gather information about Wallace Lake, specifically looking
into what impacts Middleburg Heights and Berea experienced after alcohol sales began there last
summer, including whether there was any increase in DUIs or crime. He indicated that such
information could help support a potential objection. Mr. Schuster added that he believes
allowing alcohol sales at Hinckley Lake is a bad idea, emphasizing that many visitors are
unfamiliar with the area’s roads, which could increase safety risks.

Mr. Paintiff stated that he had spoken with an individual who could serve as a valuable resource
for contacting police in the Wallace Lake area. Mr. Schrader added that there had been a vocal
minority opposing alcohol sales at Wallace Lake; however, because Berea is a city, that group
was able to place the issue on the ballot, and voters ultimately showed strong support for
allowing alcohol sales. Mr. Schrader also noted that he has submitted a public records request to
the Metroparks for information on police activity—specifically related to alcohol use—at
Edgewater, Wallace Lake, and three other locations.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to direct the Fiscal Officer to respond to the Department of
Commerce Notice of Legislative Authority with respect to the Metro Park Liquor Application
indicating the Hinckley Township Trustees request a hearing in our County Seat on the
advisability of issuing a permit. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -
yes

Mr. Schrader noted that a resident requested an ODOT traffic study, and the Trustees will
consider it. He added that a similar request was made three years ago but was denied by ODOT,
so the Board will need to decide whether to move forward.

Ms. Engleman explained that the previous Board had ongoing discussions with ODOT about
traffic studies. Studies were conducted in 2020 and 2023, and she believes ODOT typically
completes them about every five years. At that time, the possibility of intersection improvements
was discussed, but ODOT did not approve any changes. Their decision was based on guidelines
regarding the type and frequency of traffic incidents and the configuration of the intersection,
which is under ODOT’s control, limiting what Hinckley could do.
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Chief Schroll added that all Ohio police departments use the OH1 crash form. For many years,
ODOT representatives collected these forms for State Routes, and while the process went digital
a few years ago, ODOT continues to monitor the data regularly.

Ms. Engleman stated that no formal action is required, but the Trustees could email ODOT. Mr.
Schrader volunteered to send an email requesting a review of the most recent data to determine
whether any action is warranted.

Chief Schroll shared data for the intersection of Stony Hill and Route 606: there have been 26
crashes to date, including one non-injury crash this year. In 2025, there were 111 OH1 reports, 5
of which occurred at this intersection, with one minor injury—making a total of 6 crashes at
Stony Hill and 606 out of 137 overall. He noted that the crash reports indicate drivers were
stopping as required, and he shared this information strictly as data.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to approve the purchase of an iPad wireless mounting kit with
hardened case and installation from BNT for the Zoom control pad at a cost not to exceed
$875.00. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH - yes, PAI - yes, ENG - yes

Ms. Engleman asked for public comment.

Resident John Kalas thanked Fiscal Officer Fay for his input at the March 3, 2026 Trustee
meeting on the Abolish Property Tax Movement. Mr. Kalas stated that, in his view, there is no
faster way to lose local control than by eliminating property taxes and effectively allowing
Hinckley to be absorbed by any neighboring municipality.

Resident Jim Bialosky asked about the possible start of surveying for Blue Stone and if there
has been additional communication. Mr. Paintiff stated the offer went out and he hasn’t heard

back.

Resident Paul O’Neil of 238 Weymouth Road clarified that his request for the intersection of
Stony Hill and 606 is for an RSA, which differs from a standard traffic study. He explained
that, in the email he sent, the crashes at the intersection are not symmetrical.

Mr. Schrader stated that he reviewed the email thoroughly and, while Mr. O’Neil may be using
different terminology, the intent is similar. He noted that the data is helpful but is unsure how
the state will interpret it.

Mr. O’Neil explained for the audience that symmetrical crash patterns are often considered
normal “accidents happen” scenarios, but asymmetrical patterns may indicate visibility issues,
such as obstructing bushes or poles, which require on-site field analysis. Further discussion
followed regarding the intersection’s crash distribution and geometry.
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Mr. O’Neil emphasized that problems exist at the intersection and that ODOT should examine
the data more closely. He also noted that the previous traffic study occurred during COVID,
when traffic volumes were unusually low. He reviewed additional data types that could be
analyzed, especially regarding sight lines and intersection geometry, and suggested that
proactive measures, like adding a sign, might help.

Mr. Schrader proposed contacting his State Representative, and Mr. O’Neil added that he is
circulating a petition to support the effort.

Resident Jeff Schuster thanked the Trustees for attending the Cub Scouts Blue and Gold dinner.
There was nothing further from the public.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to go into Executive Session at 7:48 p.m. to consider the
appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion or compensation of a
public employee or official or the investigation of charges or complaints against a public
employee, official, licensee or regulated individual in accordance with O.R.C 121.22.

Seconded by Mr. Schrader. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI —yes; ENG - yes

Ms. Engleman made a motion to adjourn out of Executive Session and return to open session at
8:09 pm. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -yes, PAI -yes, ENG -yes

Mr. Fay confirmed that he has signed the Notice for Legislation Authority related to the
Division of Liquor Control and he will be mailing it today.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to adjourn at 8:11 p.m. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -

yes, PAI- yes; ENG - yes
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