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Trustee Engleman called the Regular Meeting of the Hinckley Township Board of Trustees to
order at 6:30 p.m. on March 3, 2026. Present were Trustees Engleman, Schrader and Paintiff.
Also in attendance were Fiscal Officer Fay, Police Chief Schroll, Fire Chief Payne and Service
Superintendent Behary. . There were six (6) members of the public in attendance and five (5)
people attended virtually.

All present pledged allegiance to the flag.

Ms. Engleman noted that the meeting is being recorded for the public and persons commenting
must come to the podium, use the microphone and state their name and address for the record.

MEETING MINUTES

Ms. Engleman made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 17, 2026 Trustee Public
Hearing. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH - yes, PAI - yes, ENG - yes

Ms. Engleman made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 17, 2026 Regular
Trustee meeting. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH - yes, PAI - yes, ENG - yes

Ms. Engleman made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 19, 2026 Trustee
Special Meeting. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH - yes, PAI - yes, ENG - yes

Ms. Engleman made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 25, 2026 Trustee Work
Session meeting. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH - yes, PAI - yes, ENG - yes

SPECIAL GUEST

Nicole Grambo, Vice President of the Recreation Association of Highland (RAH), and newly
appointed President Danny Stefanski introduced themselves to the Trustees and thanked them for
their continued support of the organization, a partnership that dates back to approximately 1995.
Ms. Grambo explained that RAH has grown significantly in recent years and now serves more
than 700 families and over 1,100 children across three Townships through various sports
programs. The organization works closely with Hinckley Township to maintain and improve
Kobak and Youth Fields and over the last few years, they have done everything from completely
renovating all three Kobak fields and youth fields to installing the new fence at Kobak fields, last
year the Township resided the shed at Kobak, painted it and put a new roof on. As a nonprofit,
RAH collaborates with the Townships on capital improvements and discussed the possibility of
Township assistance this year with the installation of a small equipment shed at Kobak Field 3.
They also expressed interest in revisiting the addition of flag poles at the fields and noted
community donations for wind screens and new fence tubing in Highland colors. RAH continues
to pursue improvements to ensure safe and enjoyable facilities for the community and recently
reinstated an adult co-ed softball league.

Ms. Engleman noted they have generally set aside $10,000.00 in the budget for assisting with
improvements and discussions would take place regarding what to use those funds for. Ms.
Grambo explained that the field renovations should last 7-10 years, so they are building their
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reserves during this time. Ms. Engleman explained that Trustee Paintiff would be the liaison
and Mr. Paintiff noted he was a member of RAH for 11 years.

The Trustees thanked them for coming.
FISCAL OFFICER

Ms. Engleman made a motion to approve bills in the amount designated by the Fiscal Officer
for the period February 20, 2026 through March 3, 2026 in the amount of $39,954.07. Mr.
Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH - yes, PAI - yes, ENG - yes

Ms. Engleman moved to adopt Resolution #20260303-01 which authorizes the Fiscal Officer
to pay Trustees on a monthly basis, which has been the precedent over the past several years.
Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH - yes, PAI - yes, ENG - yes

Ms. Engleman moved to amend Resolution #20260102-56 to define which suppliers could be
paid electronically as listed in the email previously provided to the Trustees. Mr. Schrader
seconded. Vote: SCH - yes, PAI - yes, ENG - yes

Ms. Engleman moved to adopt Resolution #20260303-02 to approve supplemental
appropriations for the period February 17 - March 3, 2026 in the amount of $725.00. M.
Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH - yes, PAI - yes, ENG - yes

Mr. Fay distributed the monthly reports to the Trustees and the Department Heads and noted
they are beginning to receive their property tax advances and so far they have received
$680,000.00. Additionally, Mr. Fay stated that within the next couple of weeks he will provide
amore detailed update on where they stand two months into the year, along with projections
for the remainder of the year.

Mr. Fay explained that Westfield Bank has been purchased by First Financial Bank, the
transition will occur approximately March 15. Currently they do not pay fees with Westfield
Bank for ACH fees, wire transfers, etc., he has seen the fee structure for First Financial Bank
and he is not sure how that will affect the Township and he will monitor. They are required by
Ohio Revised Code to request bids for banking, this has to be done on a five year basis which
is coming up, so he will be monitoring to determine if they should make a change.

Mr. Fay reported on his attendance at the Ohio Township Association Winter Conference,
where he focused on understanding current property tax issues. He explained that the tax
burden has shifted over time from primarily business to primarily residential, while property
valuations have increased significantly. He noted that school districts receive the largest share
of property taxes, with townships receiving about 12%, and that roughly two-thirds of
township revenue comes from property taxes. Mr. Fay also discussed recent legislative efforts
to limit valuation increases and a regional movement proposing a constitutional amendment to
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eliminate property taxes, highlighting the potential financial impact such changes could have
on Townships like Hinckley.

Ms. Engleman added that there was a study done by the Ohio Township Association surveying
satisfaction levels of Townships and nearly 80% of Township residents believe that local
voters should be responsible for deciding how to allocate Township services and 76% of
Township voters say they are satisfied with the community as a place to live and the services
they receive.

POLICE

Mr. Schrader made a motion to request approval for travel expenses for meals and lodging not
to exceed $1,000.00 for Chief Schroll to attend the State-required New Chief’s training March
8-March 13, 2026 in Columbus Ohio. Mr. Paintiff seconded. Vote: SCH - yes, PAI - yes,
ENG - yes

FIRE

Chief Payne reviewed the monthly call summary and reported EMS billing totaling $19,568.
He explained that billing for motor vehicle accidents requires crews to remain on scene for at
least 15 minutes. The department billed for seven motor vehicle accidents, including incidents
where they provided mutual aid and transported patients. Payments from insurance companies
can take six months to a year to be received. During the month, there were six overlapping
calls; the department did not receive any mutual aid but provided mutual aid assistance on four
occasions.

Chief Payne noted the blood drive is March 28 at Town Hall from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm.

Chief Payne stated during the process of obtaining an occupancy permit for the community
room he was made aware that Town Hall has never been issued an occupancy permit. He is
currently determining the building’s square footage and will complete the necessary
information to obtain the permit.

Chief Payne indicated that Granger Township has agreed to split the cost equally for an
inflatable boat, with each Township paying 50%.

Chief Payne stated the HazMat Team Leader is leaving and he will be taking that over for the
next couple years.

Mr. Paintiff made a motion to request to move Andrew DeBow from the cadet firefighter/EMT
rate to the regular firefighter/EMT rate of $19.25/hour, effective March 1, 2026. Mr. Schrader
seconded. Vote: SCH - yes, PAI - yes, ENG - yes
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SERVICE
There was nothing for Service.
ZONING

Ms. Engleman reported that the Ohio Supreme Court has issued its decision regarding the
Adult Day Care property. The ruling focused on procedural issues and does not affect whether
the facility may continue operating. The Court determined that an email sent by the Zoning
Inspector in response to a status request was not an official decision, meaning the appeal to the
Board of Zoning Appeals was unnecessary. As a result, the matter returns to the same position
it was in when the email was sent in March 2022, and any future action regarding the property
would need to begin the process again.

CEMETERY

Ms. Engleman explained that the Lutheran Cemetery Association operates Hope Memorial
Cemetery and maintains a fund to support its ongoing operations. A portion of the funds is
reserved in the event the Association ceases operations and the Township would need to assume
responsibility for the cemetery. The Association’s annual financial statement was shared with the
Trustees for their information.

TRUSTEES

Mr. Schrader moved to adopt Resolution #20260303-03 to approve the tentative agreement
between the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 15 and Hinckley Township. Ms. Paintiff
seconded. Vote: SCH - yes, PAI - yes, ENG - yes

Ms. Engleman invited Zoning Commission Chair Matt Marzullo to explain the proposed
Zoning Code changes. Mr. Marzullo stated that the text amendments previously submitted to
the Medina County Planning Commission were approved late last year. After further legal
review and discussion at the February meeting, he recommended approving the same
amendments, with the addition in Sections 6R1.3 and 6R2.3 to allow accessory buildings
greater than 4,900 square feet as a conditionally permitted use. The recommendation reflects
what was submitted to the Medina County Planning Commission and incorporates feedback
from legal counsel. ‘

Ms. Engleman moved to adopt Resolution #20260303-04 to approve the Zoning Commission
recommendation of approval of Text Amendments to the following Chapters with
modifications as follows: Chapter 3 Definitions; Chapter 4 Header for Section 4.17; Chapter 6
Section 6R1.6 and 6R2.6 items 5 and 6 and graph showing possible permitted square footage;
Chapter 7.2.D Procedures; associated grammatical changes for consistent references to
numbering, formatting and page numbering; and modification of Sub-Sections 6R1.3 and
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6R2.3 Conditionally Permitted Uses adding “K. Accessory Building/Structures totals
exceeding four thousand nine-hundred (4,900) square feet”. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote:
SCH - yes, PAI - yes, ENG - yes

Ms. Engleman asked the Trustees if they wished to proceed with the Trustees’ Corner as
previously discussed and written, and they agreed.

Ms. Engleman also asked if the quarterly newsletter could be finalized within the next 10 days,
and the Trustees agreed.

Mr. Paintiff made a motion to accept the contract with Tru Green for 2026 lawn care services
for the Administration Building, Police Department, Fire Station, Historical Society and
Memorial Park at a cost of $2,239.23. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH - yes, PAI - yes,
ENG - yes

Mr. Schrader explained that he will be notifying the Chamber of the Board’s decision to have
the Citizen of the Year at the Fourth of July Parade. Resident Jim Bialosky indicated he had
talked to the Chamber about the matter at their last meeting.

Mr. Schrader stated they received a notice from Rumpke that there was no fuel service charge
for the first quarter.

Ms. Engleman reminded everyone that the Town Hall and ball field parking lots will be used for
Buzzard Day on March 15 and advised that the area will likely be very crowded and people
should use caution.

Ms. Engleman made a motion to approve the creation of a Township email for the purpose of
coordinating Township parades/events at an annual cost of $60.00. Mr. Schrader seconded.
Vote: SCH - yes, PAI - yes, ENG - yes

Ms. Engleman reported that the Metroparks requested D1, D2, and D3 licenses (beer, wine,
and liquor for both on-premises and carryout) for Buzzards Landing near the pool. The
Township has until March 26 to submit any objections. She noted that other park areas already
have similar liquor permits and raised it for discussion.

Resident Monique Ascherl asked about sharing the cost of an inflatable boat and about Chief
Payne’s request to the Metroparks to purchase one. Chief Payne stated he never received a
response from the Metroparks. Chief Payne also noted that meetings have been scheduled with
mutual aid departments to revise emergency response plans for the park, including Brunswick,
which has an inflatable boat, but the Metroparks have not attended the meetings. Ms. Ascherl
raised concerns about Brunswick having the boat while the lake is in Hinckley and about the
Metroparks seeking partnership with the Township without reciprocal cooperation. Mr. Paintiff
reported meeting with Mr. Zimmerman, CEO of Cleveland Metroparks, to discuss the
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Township’s concerns and noted that Mr. Zimmerman agreed to attend a Township meeting
possibly in the spring.

Resident Jim Larsen asked about the liquor license request for a location near the dam and who
has the authority to approve it. Ms. Engleman explained that the application is submitted to the
Ohio Department of Commerce, Division of Liquor Control, which then forwards it to the local
government and police department for comment and background review. The Township’s role is
simply to indicate whether it has any objections.

Mr. Larsen asked what precedent approval might set for other local establishments and expressed
concern about safety, particularly if large crowds return when the park reopens as it previously
operated. He also asked whether the license could still be approved if the Township objects, and
it was noted that it could. Additional discussion followed regarding the number of park rangers
who patrol the area. Mr. Schrader asked Chief Schroll whether he sees Metroparks officers
when responding to incidents. Chief Schroll stated that their officers split their time between
Hinckley and Brecksville and that there are no medical first responders, but he noted they have
always had a good working relationship with Metroparks officers.

Matt Marzullo, Zoning Commission Chairman noted that the park is located in an R-1 residential
district and is conditionally permitted as a park, raising questions about whether a liquor license
is appropriate since the area is not zoned for business uses and nearby families could be
impacted.

Ms. Engleman explained that government-owned recreational areas are conditionally permitted
in the R-1 district, which allows uses such as boat rentals and snack shops. She noted that zoning
cannot regulate liquor sales themselves—only the use of the property. The Township’s
consideration would relate to safety concerns and the use of township resources, not zoning. She
added that if a new structure such as a restaurant were proposed, it would require zoning review
and would not be permitted in a residential district and Mr. Marzullo reiterated concerns about
allowing a liquor license in an area not zoned for that type of use.

Chief Schroll stated he participated in the meetings with Chief Payne and expressed concern
about the Metropark’s reluctance to provide or station water rescue equipment at the reservation,
noting this is particularly concerning if alcohol is permitted near the water.

Ms. Engleman stated that one more Trustee meeting is scheduled before their response is due and
suggested discussing the issue further, compiling a list of concerns, and consulting with the
Prosecutor’s Office.

Resident Jim Bialosky stated he looked at the Metroparks rules and it states the only place
alcohol is permitted in the Metroparks is golf courses and special events, otherwise alcohol is
prohibited everywhere else in the Metroparks.
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Jim Larsen asked whether the Township has any liability related to the Adult Day Care
property, and Ms. Engleman stated it does not. He also asked whether the property could be
annexed into Brunswick, and Ms. Engleman explained that annexation would be up to the
property owner. Mr. Larsen further commented on property tax issues, noting that the
Township Association may only hear one perspective, and he believes other viewpoints should
also be considered. He also expressed concerns about the property appraisal process. Further
discussion followed.

There was nothing further from the public.
Ms. Engleman made a motion to adjourn at 7:48 p.m. Mr. Schrader seconded. Vote: SCH -
yes, PAI- yes; ENG - yes
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